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About The Drinking Bird Comic

This comic book is adapted from a play that I wrote and developed with Limited Liability 
Theater Company from 2015 to 2019.

The play had a staged reading as part of This Is Not Normal at The Brick (NYC), was de-
veloped through The Swarthmore Project in Theater (Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, 
PA), and was produced as part of Ice Factory at New Ohio Theater (NYC).

The following artists have contributed to this project at some stage of the process: Sarah 
Hughes, Eliza Bent, Lindsay Hockaday, Amelia Possanza, Evan Savitt, Eva von Schweinitz, 
Bailey Williams, Lucy Kaminsky, Agnes Borinsky, Lanxing Fu, J Moliere, Stephanie Regina, 
Sam Breslin Wright, Wesley Han, Michaela Shuchman, Michelle Johnson, Margot Wisen, 
Jenna Horton, Marisela Grajeda Gonzalez, Narea Kang, Rachel Lin, Mike Mikos, Emily 
Auciello, Cha See, Allie York, Ryan Goff, Alyssa Simmons, & Rad Pereira

The comic book version owes a great deal to Berkeley Breathed, as well as to Bill Wat-
terson, George Herriman, Walt Kelly, Aaron McGrudder, Garry Trudeau, Gary Panter, and 
last, but not least, Tasha Lewis.

The ideas in The Drinking Bird owe a great deal to the writing of Lewis Hyde, David 
Graeber, Scott Santens, and Dean Baker, among others.  I first encountered the thought 
experiment of women going next door to get paid for their housework during a conver-
sation with Sarah Hughes that she no longer remembers.  I’ve since learned about the 
International Wages for Housework Campaign, one of the precursors to contemporary 
campaigns for a universal basic income.

Readers of The Drinking Bird may wonder which of the characters is me.  The answer is 
that when I was writing the play, they both were.  I wrote the play as a way of working 
through things that I was reading and things that I was thinking about. One character 
proposes ideas; the other asks questions.  Some of the ideas were mine; some were 
things I had read.  Some of the questions were mine; some reflected questions that I 
could imagine other people asking.  Answering those questions left me with new ques-
tions.  Five years into the journey of trying to answer those new questions, I’m not sure 
either of the characters in The Drinking Bird is me anymore.  I hope that reading this 
comic leads people, whether they recognize their own ideas and questions in it or not, 
to have more conversations about these things.  We are going to need to have more of 
these conversations with each other if we are going to have any chance of getting our-
selves out of the mess that the prevailing economic dogma has gotten us into.

The Drinking Bird Comic © 2021 by McFeely Sam Goodman is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
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